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As it is in any line of poetry, the meter in Philip Larkin's The Explosion can be identified through the unstressed and stressed syllabic pattern within lines or verse of the poem. In the process, stressed syllables tend to be longer, while unstressed syllables tend to be shorter. The Explosion's meter starts somewhat subtlety, ambiguously even, and it may take a while to realize that we are in an unrhymed trochaic tetrameter. When compared to Larkin's poetry, where he uses iambic meter, usually pentameter and hexameter, and brilliant rhyme, the explosion is different and unusual. Trochaic tetrameter is commonly associated with such incantatory verses as "Double, double toil and trouble" and "Tyger, Tyger." However, being unrhymed makes it sober. In most instances, it is full trochaic tetrameter with a falling rhythm ends, as it is in the heavy-footed "pithead" and the diminishing "silence" that is evident in the poem. In the end, the meter is missing as syllable as in the tense ending of "the slagheap slept." The meter is thus coiled to awaken from the beginning and the title, and it is full of menace. 
  Perhaps, there is something in the event as well as how he treats it that has led to this meter. For instance, the transformation of very ordinary workers to individuals on a high plane may have caused him to leave his metrical practice. Trochaic tetrameter, in this poem, is the same as the meter Henry Wadsworth Longfellow used in The Song of Hiawatha (1855) despite that Larkin does not use monotone chant with propulsive effect as it unfolds from the announcement of the event to its consequences and occurrence. The poem employees the traditional sound patterns like alliteration.
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